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About IWTO



WHAT WE DO
IWTO is the recognized global authority for standards in the wool textile industry. 
Since 1930, IWTO has represented the interests of the wool textile trade at a
global level. Our worldwide membership encompasses the entire wool textile 
pipeline, from farm to retail. By facilitating research and development, wool textile 
education and knowledge sharing, IWTO ensures a sustainable future for wool.

IWTO
International Wool Textile Organisation

OUR ACTIVITIES
- The annual IWTO Congress – a key event for the global wool textile industry
- Research key topics such as sustainability, sheep welfare, and biosecurity
- Work with governments, NGOs and other stakeholders on topics of joint concern
- Ensure a level playing field for wool in legislation, regulation, and policy
- Provide a platform for projects of common interest to the global wool industry
- License wool testing laboratories
- Publish wool trade standards, arbitration rules, and wool market statistics

www.iwto.org
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OUR VISION

www.iwto.org

A sustainable, profitable, 
international industry working 

together for the future of wool.

OUR MISSION
To connect all parts of the wool 

supply chain in order to strengthen
wool’s credentials as the world’s leading 

sustainable fibre.

OUR CORE VAUES
Global thinking 
Transparency 
Sustainability 
Profitability



NETWORKING

We foster industry-wide 
relationships through 
IWTO working groups 

and events. Through our 
members-only platform, 
connecting with the wool 

community is easy.

STRATEGY

Our on-going industry 
forums review marketing, 
R&D and trends affecting 
the wool textile pipeline.

By acting together, 
members can inspire new 

marketing strategies.

WOOL TRADE 
REGULATIONS

We maintain the global 
standards for wool testing 
methods and arbitration, 
and publish annual wool 

production & market 
statistics.

WOOL ADVOCACY

We promote 
the interests of the 
global wool trade 
with governments 
and international

organisations.
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www.iwto.org



Our
Members
The IWTO’s members represent all stages of the wool
pipeline. Our 38 members can be found in 27 countries,
growing and producing wool for clothing, interiors, handknitting
yarns, industrial applications and more. By coming together, the
wool industry can create a more sustainable industry focused on
ensuring a viable future for wool and promoting the wool fibre’s value. 
Wool growers, processors, brokers, spinners, weavers, brands and 
retailers – all have a place at the global table that is the IWTO.

IWTO
International Wool Textile Organisation

www.iwto.org
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Japan Wool Industry
Association

Lesotho National Wool
and Mohair Growers

Association

Ministry of Food,
Agriculture and Light
Industry (Mongolia)

National Council
of New Zealand
Wool Interests

Oswal Woollen
Mills Ltd

www.iwto.org
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1797
The first 
Merino sheep 
arrives in
Australia.

1925
The first 
IWTO
conference
is held.

1998
The China 
Wool Textile 
Association 
joins IWTO.

2020
The first full
wool LCA,
analyzing the
life cycle of a
300-gram
wool sweater, 
is published.

2016
Benetton 
becomes 
IWTO’s first 
commercial 
retail member.

www.iwto.org

1964
The
Woolmark 
logo is born.

1924
The IWTO is
conceived,
in an arbitration 
agreement 
between the
British and
French wool
textile industries.

1975
The IWTO sets
up offices in
Brussels.

1930
The official 
statutes of the
International 
Wool Textile 
Organisation 
are adopted.

2021
IWTO joins 
Make The
Label Count 
to engage 
with EU
textile policy.



About Make the Label 
Count Campaign



Image source: Getty

Over-
production 
driving
legislative 
action

Data source: Preau, G., 2020



EU Sustainability Legislation for Textiles

The European Green Deal

Circular Economy Action Plan

EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles

Substantiating 
Green Claims

EU Strategy

Textile-related goals

Legislation under
development relevant 

to textiles

Empowering 
Consumers for 

the Green 
Transition

Ecodesign for 
Sustainable 

Products

Textile 
Labelling

Waste 
Framework

Adopted Trilogues Trilogues Waiting on proposalLegislation status Adopted

Source: European Commission



Graphic source: PEFApparelFootwear website

Explaining
Product 
Environmental 
Footprint (PEF)



PEF
overlooks 
key impacts 
of 
synthetics

Microplastics Plastic waste Circularity
Image source: PEFApparelFootwear website



Polyester 
T-shirt

Cotton 
T-shirt

878

653

PEF Score in milli-points

PEF IN PRACTICE

Polyester 
T-shirt

Cotton 
T-shirt



• Does not accurately reflect 
the latest environmental 
science 

• Fails to consider key impacts 
of synthetic fibres

• Does not account for the 
formation of the oil and 
natural gas, omits the 
inherently circular attributes 
of wool

• Make the Label Count 
Campaign launched in 2021

WHAT DOES PEF CURRENTLY FAIL TO COMPREHENSIVELY INCLUDE?

SHORTCOMINGS OF PEF



46 coalition members 
working to ensure 
sustainability claims on 
textiles in the EU are fair 
and credible



• Raise awareness about the 
shortcomings of PEF

• Provide solutions on how to improve 
PEF

• Asking European policy makers, to 
amend the PEF methodology before 
implementation within legislation.

OBJECTIVES OF MTLC



Alpaca
4% Brand

7%

Cashmere
7%

Communications
2%

Consumer Protection
2%

Cotton
28%

Education
2%

Hemp
2%

Manufacturer
11%

Mohair
2%

Natural Fibres
4%

NGO
7%

Silk
4%

Wool
18%

Coalition members by industry

Coalition Members from Cotton
• AFCOT
• ANEA
• Bremer Baumwollbörse
• Centro Algodonero Nacional
• Cotton Australia
• Cotton Egypt Association
• ECOM Trading
• International Cotton Association
• ICA Bremen
• National Cotton Council of America
• The Sourcery
• U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol

COALITION OVERVIEW



CAMPAIGN TEAM & GOVERNANCE

CAMPAIGN SPOKESPERSON

Elke Hortmeyer

Head of Economic Research & Communication

Bremen Cotton Exchange

CAMPAIGN MANAGER

Elisabeth van Delden

Sustainability Manager Europe

Australian Wool Innovation / The Woolmark Company

CAMPAIGN SPOKESPERSON

Dalena White

Secretary General 

International Wool Textile Organisation (IWTO)

COALITION MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING (MOU)

An MOU governs the MTLC 
Coalition. All Coalition members are 
invited to be active in the campaign 
to the extent that they’re able to 
contribute. 



Funders over time since 2021 

CAMPAIGN FUNDING



CAMPAIGN AIM
The aim of the Make the Label Count 
(MTLC) campaign is to work with 
European policy makers to improve the 
PEF methodology

CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES
• Meetings with policy makers
• Drafting amendments to EU 

legislation
• Organising events such as farm visit
• Drafting open letters to the 

Commission and Council as well as 
written opinion editorials



INDUSTRY IMPACT

JOINING OUR 
VOICES

SYNTHETICS 
VOICE

COTTON

MANUFACTURERS

OTHER NATURAL 
FIBRES

WOOL

NGOs

BRANDS



PROGRESS

MTLC language adopted
Key messaging on 
shortcomings of PEF is being 
repeated by Commission

MTLC seen as expert
MEP Assistants are seeking MTLC 
input to prepare for relevant 
upcoming meetings

MEP amendments
For the Waste Framework and 
Green Claims directive, MEPs 
have used wording in their 
amendments suggested by 
MTLC

Green Claims & PEF
The current draft of the Green 
Claims Directive does not 
include PEF as single 
methodology

Number of meetings
The acceptance level of 
meeting requests is high

Invitations & Contacts
Meetings lead to new 
invitations and valuable 
contacts and background 
information 



PROGRESS

The MTLC network drafted several open letter to the Council of the EU which 
also got picked-up by media.



PROGRESS

The MTLC coalition and its network raise awareness on topics related to the 
campaign.



CAMPAIGN TIMELINE

Ongoing involvement in the PEF Technical Secretariat via the 
IWTO Wool LCA Technical Working Group. 

EU 
legislators 
outreach: 

436 emails & 
66 meetings

OCTOBER 2021
Officially 

launched the 
MTLC campaign

MAY 2022
Submitted 

response to EU 
public 

consultation on 
Microplastics

OCTOBER 2022
Farm visit with EU 

legislators to 
Knitwit Stable in 
the Netherlands

JUNE 2023
PEF Technical 
Briefing with 

MEPs

November 2023
Amendments 

offered to MEPs on 
the Green Claims 

and Waste 
Framework 
Directives

JANUARY 2022
Supported a joint 

MEP letter 
distributed to the 

European 
Commission

MAY 2022
Publication of 
white paper

MARCH 2023
Submitted 

response to 
public

consultation on 
the public 

consultation on 
ESPR

SEPTEMBER 2023
Submitted response 

to the call for 
evidence on the 

European 
Commission’s Textile 

Labelling Rules 
revision

APRIL 2024
Activated network to 
submit response to 

PEFCR public 
consultation

JUNE 2024
Joint letter to

Council of the EU 
attachés on Green 
Claims Directive



Over 60% of MEPs 
are newcomers
following EU 
election

New Rapporteurs on 
Parliament Committees 
responsible for Green 
Claims and Waste 
Framework Directive

Some Member 
States are in 
favor of PEF

Hungary holds 
EU presidency 
between July –
December 2024

SIX-MONTH OUTLOOK

Brussels dynamics and the need to 
maintain campaign momentum:

Climate policies loosing 
momentum

PEFCR fundamentally 
flawed, governance 
question around 
Technical Secretariat

Secondary legislation-
“Delegated Acts” - require 
more technical expertise 
and engagement

Increased lobbying 
by Fast Fashion



Main focus for MTLC:
Green Claims Directive

• Over the next 6 months the 
MTLC team will advocate policy 
makers on the Green Claims 
Directive

• Our ask will be to NOT
recommend the use of the PEF 
or PEFCR, and to NOT presume 
that requirements for 
substantiation are met when 
using PEFCRs.

EU Green Claims Directive: 
• Common criteria on 

how companies should 
substantiate 
environmental claims



Opportunity Ecobalyse

• The EU’s Green Claims Directive 
allows for other credible schemes 
to operate in parallel with PEF. 

• Ecobalyse could be the ‘better’ 
credible alternative to PEF

• Important to engage with and 
improve Ecobalyse



Accounting for 
sustainable 
farming & social 
impact

Image source: Cotton RDC, Getty

WOOL & COTTON HAVE MANY TOPICS IN COMMON TO ADVOCATE FOR




